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GIUB offers a CSL file (for Zotero from version 7.0 and other citation managers with 
CSL support) and a CCS file (for Citavi from version 7.0) for this citation style, which 

are based on the recommendations in these citation instructions and can be 
downloaded from the GIUB website. 

When using citation managers, thorough metadata entry is essential, and you should 
check automatically created citations before submission! No liability is assumed for 

errors in the citation style files offered. 

The alternative variants, shown in italics in these citation instructions, are also 
accepted, for example when citing by hand or when programming your own citation 

style file. 

  

https://www.geographie.uni-bonn.de/en/studying/organizing-your-studies/formalities#Citationinstructions
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1. Creating Bibliographies 
1.1. Monograph 

General rule: 

AUTHORS (YearEdition): Title. Subtitle. Volume. (Publisher) Place. 

 

1. Authors: SURNAME, initials of first name(s) 
o All surnames are written in SMALL CAPITALS. 
o If a monograph has several authors, their names are listed in the order 

in which they appear on the title page. 
o The initials of the authors’ first names follow their surnames, separated 

by a comma. 
o The initials of the first name of the last author can be placed before the 

surname. 
o Example: 

BARTELS, D. & HARD, G. or BARTELS, D., HARD, G. & WENZEL, H. 
2. Year of publication 

o The year of publication is placed in round brackets. This is followed by a 
colon. 

o If the year of publication is not specified, write “n.d.” (= no date). 
o If two books by the same author were published in the same year, they 

are listed in alphabetical order of the main title with the year of publication 
followed by “a”, “b”, “c” etc. 

o Example: 
MÜLLER (2006a): […] 
MÜLLER (2006b): […] 

3. Edition 
o The first edition is not indicated. 
o From the second edition onwards, the number is given as a superscript 

after the year of publication within the round brackets. 
o Alternatively, the edition can also be given after the title. 

4. Title and subtitle 
o The main title and subtitle (if available) are included in full, each 

followed by a period. 
5. Volume 

o The volume number is necessary if it is a multi-volume work or if only 
individual volumes from a multi-volume work are cited. 

6. Publisher 
o The name of the publisher is not mandatory. If known, the publisher 

should be placed in round brackets before the place of publication. 
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7. Place of publication 
o The place of publication, or the first place if there is more than one, 

should be given at the end, followed by a period. 
o o If the place of publication is not given, write “n.p.” (= no place). 

Examples: 

HEINEBERG, H. (20073): Einführung in die Anthropogeographie/Humangeographie. 
(Schöningh) Paderborn. 

ECO, U. (202014): Wie man eine wissenschaftliche Abschlussarbeit schreibt. Doktor-, 
Diplom- und Magisterarbeiten in den Geistes- und Sozialwissenschaften. (Facultas) 
Wien. 

 

1.2. Anthology (Edited Publications) 
General rule: 

EDITORS (ed. / eds.) (YearEdition): Title. Subtitle. Volume. (Publisher) Place. 

 

• In the case of anthologies, the editors must be named. The procedure is the 
same as for naming authors. Editors can be individuals or institutions. The 
abbreviation “ed.” or “eds.” (if there is more than one editor) should be placed 
in round brackets after the name of the editor(s). 

• Otherwise, proceed as described under 1.1 Monograph. 

Example: 

STATISTISCHES BUNDESAMT (ed.) (2006): 11. Koordinierte 
Bevölkerungsvorausberechnung. Annahmen und Ergebnisse. Wiesbaden. 
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1.3. Essay from Anthology 
General rule: 

AUTHORS (YearEdition): Title of the essay. Subtitle. In: EDITORS (ed. / eds.): Title of the 
anthology. Subtitle. (Publisher) Place. pp. page numbers / DOI: DOI-number. 

 

• In the case of essays from anthologies, the authors of the essay, the year of 
publication and the full title of the essay must be stated first. 

• This is followed by the work in which the article was published, separated by 
“In:”. Proceed as described under 1.1 Monograph or 1.2 Anthology. 

• In addition, the pages on which the article is printed must be stated at the end. 
If there are several pages, the exact page range must be stated. If no page 
numbers are available, e.g., in the case of online publications, the DOI of the 
article from the edited volume should be given instead in the format “DOI: DOI-
number”. 

Example: 

GLADE, T. (2007): Formbildung durch gravitative Massenbewegungen. In: GEBHARDT, 
H., GLASER, R., RADTKE, U., REUBER, P. & VÖTT, A. (eds.): Geographie. Physische 
Geographie und Humangeographie. (Spektrum) München. pp. 287-288. 

 

1.4. Journal Article 
General rule: 

AUTHORS (YearEdition): Title of the article. Subtitle. In: Name of the journal Volume, 
Issue. pp. page numbers / DOI: DOI-number. 

 

1. The authors, the year of publication as well as the main title and subtitle of the 
article must be given in the same way as for 1.1 Monograph. 

2. Name of the journal 
o The title of the article should be followed by the full name of the journal. 

3. Volume and issue of the journal 
o This is always followed by the volume number of the journal. The volume 

number is separated from the name of the journal by a space. 
o This is followed by the issue number, if available. It is separated from the 

volume number by a comma. 
o Alternatively: The abbreviations “Vol.” and “No.” for volume and issue, 

respectively, can be placed in front of the volume and issue number. 
4. Page numbers or DOI-number 

o In addition, the pages on which the journal article is printed must be 
stated at the end. If there are several pages, the exact page range must 
be stated. 
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o If no page numbers are available, e.g., for online publications, the DOI of 
the article from the journal should be given instead in the format “DOI: 
DOI-number”. 

Example: 

MUBEA, K. & MENZ, G. (2014): Spatial Effects of Varying Model Coefficients in Urban 
Growth Modelling in Nairobi, Kenya. In: Journal of Geographic Information System 6, 
6. pp. 636-652. 

 

1.5. Series 
General rule for monographs: 

AUTHORS (Year): Title. Subtitle. Title of publication series Number. (Publisher) 
Place. 

General rule for anthologies: 

AUTHORS (Year): Title of the essay. Subtitle. In: EDITORS (ed. / eds.): Title of the 
anthology. Title of publication series Number. Place. pp. page numbers. 

 

• In the case of publication series, a distinction must be made between 
monographs and anthologies (with several contributions by different authors). 

• Monographs 
o For monographs, in addition to the information listed under 

1.1 Monograph, the name of the series and the volume or issue of the 
series are listed. The editors of the series are not listed. 

o Example: 
WIESE, B. (2008): Museums-Ensembles und Städtebau in Deutschland 
1815 bis in die Gegenwart. Akteure, Standorte, Stadtgestalt. Bonner 
Geographische Abhandlungen 120. (Asgard-Verlag) Sankt Augustin. 

• Anthologies 
o If a volume from a publication series is an edited volume with various 

contributions, the editors of the respective volume must be named before 
the title of the volume. The procedure is the same as for 1.2 Anthology. 

o Individual contributions from anthologies are cited as in 1.4 Journal 
Article. In addition, the place of publication must be given after the name 
of the series. This is followed by the page number of the corresponding 
article. 

o Example: 
SEPPELT, R., MÜLLER, F., SCHRÖDER, B. & VOLK, M. (2007): Discussing 
Landscape Ecology. A Dialogue Between Two Espressi (with a typical 
male distribution of the roles). In: LÖFFLER, J. & STEINHARDT, U. (eds.): 
Landscape Ecology. Colloquium Geographicum 28. Sankt Augustin. pp. 
11-26. 
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1.6. Reprint of a Journal Article etc. 
General rule: 

Citation of the original source. (Reprinted in: Citation of the source of the reprint.). 

 

• In anthologies, readers, etc., previously published works are sometimes 
reprinted. If these anthologies are used as a source, the year and source of the 
first publication must be given first. 

• This is followed by the year and source of the reprint in round brackets after the 
addition “Reprinted in:”. 

Example: 

CHRISTALLER, W. (1957): Zur Frage der Standorte für Dienstleistungen. In: 
Raumforschung und Raumordnung 15. pp. 96-101. (Reprinted in: HEINRITZ, G. (ed.) 
(1985): Standorte und Einzugsbereiche tertiärer Einrichtungen. Wege der Forschung 
591. Darmstadt. pp. 9-19.). 

 

1.7. Digital Media 
General rule: 

AUTHORS (Year): Title. Subtitle. [Type of media]. [Accessed on: dd.mm.yyyy]. 
Available at: URL/DOI 

 

• If no authors can be identified, the author's name can be replaced by the 
publisher's name. 

• For digital media, some additional information must be provided in addition to 
the traditional information: 

o Type of media: This is indicated in [square brackets] followed by a dot. 
Digital media types are, for example: [Online Publication], [Website], 
[Movie], [Audio], [CD-ROM] or [Online]. 

o Date of last access: As digital media are subject to more frequent 
changes, the date of viewing should be entered as follows: [Accessed 
on: mm/dd/yyyy]. 

o URL or DOI: The full Internet address of the digital medium is given as 
“Available at: URL”. Line breaks are placed after a slash if possible. If a 
digital source has a DOI, this replaces the URL. 

Examples: 

BUNDESINSTITUT FÜR BAU-, STADT- UND RAUMFORSCHUNG (ed.) (2017): Integration von 
Flüchtlingen in den regulären Wohnungsmarkt. [Online Publication]. [Accessed on: 
22.02.2025]. Available at: 
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https://www.bbsr.bund.de/BBSR/DE/veroeffentlichungen/bbsr-online/2017/bbsr-
online-21-2017-dl.pdf?blob=publicationFile&v=3 

FACHSCHAFT GEOGRAPHIE UNI BONN (ed.): Was ist die Fachschaft? [Website]. 
[Accessed on: 22.02.2025]. Available at: https://fsgeo-bonn.de/ueber-uns/ 

WIKIPEDIA (ed.): Carl Troll. [Website]. [Accessed on: 22.02.2025]. Available at: 
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Troll 

 

1.8. Maps 
General rule for single maps: 

CARTOGRAPH (Year): Title. Subtitle. Scale. 

General rule for maps from map series: 

CARTOGRAPH (Year): Title. Subtitle. Scale. In: EDITORS (ed. / eds.): Title of the map 
series. 

 

• Maps are cited like a text source with the author, year of publication and map 
title and subtitle. In addition, the map scale should be stated if possible. 

o A distinction must be made between the author (e.g., the cartographer) 
and the publisher (e.g., the Land Surveying Office). 

• If the map used is not an individual map but part of a map series, this must be 
named and the publishers must be indicated. 

 
1.9. Interview Conducted by Author 

General rule: 

INTERVIEWEE (Year): Title. Interview by author. mm/dd/yyyy. 

 

• This citation style only applies to interviews that were conducted independently 
by the author. 

• The title of the interview should provide information about the type of interview, 
e.g., narrative interview, expert interview, group interview, etc. 

• At the end is the date of the interview in the format mm/dd/yyyy 
(month/day/year). 

• In the text, the suffix “Interview” is placed before the surname(s) of the 
interviewee(s) and the year, e.g.: (Interview MUSTERMANN 2025). 

  

https://www.bbsr.bund.de/BBSR/DE/veroeffentlichungen/bbsr-online/2017/bbsr-online-21-2017-dl.pdf?blob=publicationFile&v=3
https://www.bbsr.bund.de/BBSR/DE/veroeffentlichungen/bbsr-online/2017/bbsr-online-21-2017-dl.pdf?blob=publicationFile&v=3
https://fsgeo-bonn.de/ueber-uns/
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Troll
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2. Inline Citations 
All passages in a paper, such as quotations, figures, or tables, that are taken from 
other works and sources (including internet sources) in terms of wording or meaning 
must be identified. 

For all references, it is fundamentally important that a uniform citation style is chosen 
in a term paper. A change of spelling, for example, between different alternative 
spellings, is not permitted. 

 
2.1. Appropriate Citations 
When citing in the text, only the author or editor and year and, in certain cases, the 
pages are cited. The name and year must match the information in the bibliography, 
from which further information on the source can then be taken. In the case of 
sources with two authors, both are cited (e.g., BOHLE & SAKDAPOLRAK 2008); if there 
are more than two authors, only the first author is cited, followed by “et al.” (e.g., 
DIKAU et al. 2005). If the year is missing, the year is replaced by “n.d.”. 

If several sources are cited together, the order is chronological and separated by 
commas (GRAETZ 1989, KENT et al. 1997, LEWIS 1998). If several sources by one 
author are cited, they are kept together, but not if co-authors are added (e.g., POHL 
2005, 2007, POHL et al. 2006, NUTZ 2008). 

The information in the text can be given in the context of the sentence or in round 
brackets: 

This was already suspected by POHL (2005). 

This was already suspected (POHL 2005). 

If the reference is to be given more precisely (e.g., in the case of more comprehensive 
monographs or when quoting a specific line of thought from a literature source), the 
page number should be separated by a colon after the year of publication. Alternatively, 
the page number can also be separated by a comma or a comma with the addition “p.” 
or “pp.” for page(s). 

… as already described for the Suq (WIRTH 2001: 23). 

… as already described for the Suq (WIRTH 2001, 23). 

… as already described for the Suq (WIRTH 2001, p. 23). 

If the transfer of a line of thought extends over more than one page, the first and last 
page numbers should be mentioned with a hyphen in between. Alternatively, the page 
of the beginning of the transfer with the addition “f.” or, if the transfer extends over more 
than two pages, “ff.” (for “following”) can be used instead: 

… as already described for the Suq (WIRTH 2001: 23-29). 

… as already described for the Suq (WIRTH 2001: 23ff.). 
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After the analogous transfer of a more complex context from the literature, reference 
is made to the source at the end of the train of thought. This analogous transfer can 
extend over an entire paragraph in the paper: 

The distinction between the arid subtropics and the arid tropics is drawn in relation to 
the radiation climate. There are no significant differences in terms of the amount and 
frequency of precipitation and temperature. However, there are differences in terms 

of temperatures, as subtropical desert areas are characterized by the regular 
occurrence of frosts during the winter months (MÜLLER-HOHENSTEIN 1981: 113-114). 

 

2.2. Literal Quotes 
Literal quotations are placed in quotation marks, followed by the author and year in 
round brackets and then the page numbers. This is done by stating the page number 
after the year of publication separated by a colon (alternatively separated by a comma 
or comma with the addition “p.” or “pp.”), in the case of several pages with the exact 
page span or alternatively with the addition “f.” or “ff.”. The period of the sentence 
always follows the source citation, not within the citation. 

If parts are omitted in verbatim quotations, the relevant passage should be marked 
with a “[...]”: 

“Hindu urban culture is based on [...] the fractionalization of Hindu society in the 
caste system” (HOFMEISTER 1996: 103). 

This is what TURNER et al. (2003: 313) assume and state: “The tools are there. Let us 
hope that the users will soon follow”. 

 

2.3. Use of “cf.” 
The use of the suffix “cf.” is inconsistent. For example, authors’ references are often 
preceded by a “cf.” if a more in-depth treatment of an aspect is referred to elsewhere: 

In the future, more targeted research should be conducted into the most favorable 
representation of the feature cloud in RGB space (cf. TYO et al. 2003). 

In German, “nach” is placed in front of citations when aspects, opinions, theories, or 
methods are taken from another source. In English, “cf.” can be used in these cases, 
too: 

Species richness was recorded using an abundance / dominance scale (cf. BRAUN-
BLANQUET 1951). 

Citation managers such as Zotero or Citavi do not automatically add “cf.” to citations 
when necessary. This term must be added manually by the user. 
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3. German Translation 
If the GIUB citation style is used in English-language works, the following expressions 
must be translated (cf. German version of this citation style): 

English German 

n.d. (no date) o.J. (ohne Jahr) 

n.p. (no place) o.O. (ohne Ort) 

Anonymous o.V. (ohne Verfasser*innen) 

p. / pp. (page / pages) S. (Seite) 

ed. / eds. (editor / editors) Hrsg. (Herausgeber*innen) 

Accessed on: Zugriff am: 

Available at: Verfügbar unter: 

[Online Publication]. [Online-Publikation]. 

[Movie]. [Film]. 

Scale: Maßstab: 

Interview by author. Interview durch Autor*in. 

Reprinted in: Wiederabdruck in: 
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4. Glossary 

DOI 
DOI stands for “Digital Object Identifier” and refers to a unique 
and permanent digital identifier for digital publications, for 
example 

Gray literature 

Gray literature describes sources that have not been published 
by a publisher. These are, for example, internal contributions 
such as annual reports and documents published by private 
individuals via the Internet. 

Editor An editor is a natural or legal person or a group of persons who 
prepares and publishes works by authors for publication. 

Map series 

A map series consists of topographical or thematic maps that 
are structured and designed according to uniform principles. 
Map series are created when a map of an area is produced, 
which, due to its scale, has to be divided into several sheets. 

Monograph A monograph is a self-contained work by one or more authors, 
which may be published in one or more volumes. 

Primary literature Primary literature is always original sources. In primary 
literature, ideas are developed and recorded for the first time. 

Anthology An anthology is a book in which separate texts by different 
authors are published. This is done by an editor. 

Series 

A series is a continuous collected work whose individual parts 
are generally not published regularly and each contain a work 
(individual work, collection, or collected work) with its own title 
or a volume of such a work. 

Secondary 
literature 

Secondary literature is literature that quotes from primary 
literature. As a general rule, primary literature should be cited 
in academic papers wherever possible. 

Journal 
A journal is a collection of various articles on a superordinate 
topic. It appears at regular intervals and is counted 
consecutively. 

Compiled according to DIN 1505 and DIN ISO 690 by M. Nutz and C. Butsch with the support of other 
members of the Department of Geography of the University of Bonn 

11/2009; 1st update 7/2010; 2nd update 11/2016; 3rd update 10/2017; 4th update 5/2019; 5th update 
6/2023; 6th update 3/2025 


